WASHBURN VALLEY RELAY

FRIDAY 11 JULY 2003

First of all let me run through the teams:

Otley A – Graham Stead, Carol Armitstead, Malcolm Court, Caroline Marler, Neil Cayton

Otley B – Tom Hannah, Ray Hawksby, Julian Mawson, Jennie McKenzie, Antonio Cardinale

Otley C – Andrew Robertshaw, Carl Walsh, Chris Carver, Ann Atkinson, Tony Allen

Ilkley A – Angela Srivastava, Phil Atkinson, Ian Marshall, Mike Rhodes, Ken Souyave


(either Phil, Ian or Mike were replaced at the last minute)

Ilkley B – Amanda Parnaby, Bernie Connor, Shirley Wood, Paul Wood, Keith Wood

Harrogate A – Ian Rowbotham, Mark Hesketh or Phil Mason, John X, David Askew,


Liz Askew

Harrogate B – Mark Turell, Jane Rowbotham or Liz Snow, Ian Rowbotham,


Jane Rowbotham or Liz Snow, Mark Hesketh or Phil Mason

The two teams from Harrogate entered about 20 mins before the start but brought only three people … another six turned up late and so Ian Rowbotham had to run a leg for each team to make up the numbers.  I tried to have three equal Otley teams to make fairer competition.

STAGE 1:  Otley C came home about 30 seconds ahead of Harrogate A.  The other teams were held up to progressively worse degrees by a field full of cows, the Ilkley B runner was 6 mins behind the rest of the field (12 mins after Andrew Robertshaw).

Otley C
21:24

Harrogate A
21:54

Harrogate B
24:20

Otley B
24:45

Otley A
26:30

Ilkley A
27:57

Ilkley B
33:31

STAGE 2:  Otley C and Harrogate A both got lost on the track south from Blubberhouses.  Otley B had a superb run.  Otley A had her husband with her to navigate.

Harrogate A
50:51
(28:57)
+1 place

Otley B
50:52
(26:07)
+2 places

Otley C
51:26
(30:02)
-2 places

Harrogate B
54:34
(30:14)
-1 place

Ilkley A
57:30
(30:27)
+1 place

Otley A
1h 03:02
(36:32)
-1 place

Ilkley B
1h 09:09
(35:38)
same position

STAGE 3:  Otley B stormed into the lead while Harrogate A dropped  four places.  Otley C made up the 35 second deficit on Harrogate A within the first 500m or so.

Otley B
1h 11:02
(20:10)
+1 place

Otley C
1h 15:26
(24:00)
+1 place

Harrogate B
1h 17:55
(23:21)
+1 place

Ilkley A
1h 18:56
(21:26)
+1 place

Harrogate A
1h 21:30
(30:39)
-4 places

Otley A
1h 27:24
(24:22)
same position

Ilkley B
1h 37:48
(28:39)
same position

STAGE 4:  The Ilkley B runner was set off before their leg 3 runner returned (by about 15 mins I guess), I’ve adjusted the times below to reflect this.  Harrogate A had a blinder and then ran the last stage for navigation purposes.

Otley B
1h 38:16
(27:14)
same position

Harrogate A
1h 41:34
(20:04)
+3 places

Otley C
1h 45:01
(29:35)
-1 place

Harrogate B
1h 48:07
(30:12)
-1 place

Ilkley A
1h 48:31
(29:35)
-1 place

Otley A
1h 52:05
(24:41)
same position

Ilkley B
2h 05:19 ?
(27:31 ?)
same position

STAGE 5:  Otley A suffered a really bad fall after about 3 seconds or so but continued bravely, and in pain no doubt, to record easily the fastest time of the stage.  Happiest person of the night must’ve been Antonio as he came home in front for the first time in his life.  He thought he was being chased all the way round when he actually had quite a lead … and increased it.  He also expected Neil Cayton to catch him as he knew he would even with a 6 or 7 minute lead (he actually started 14 mins ahead of Neil – but he didn’t know that).

Otley B
2h 10:27
(32:11)
same position

Harrogate B
2h 14:35
(26:28)
+2 places

Ilkley A
2h 14:43
(26:12)
+2 places

Otley A
2h 16:02
(23:57)
+2 places

Otley C
2h 18:17
(33:16)
-2 places

Harrogate A
2h 23:09
(41:35)
-4 places

Ilkley B
2h 35:58
(30:39)
same position

Because of the major roadworks in the area it was decided to have the presentation in The Spite instead of The Sun Inn.  As tradition dictates, Tony Allen awarded the trophy to a female member of the victorious team – Jennie McKenzie.

For me, this event has always been more about fun than serious competition and it has been a pleasure to organise and a pleasure to run.

Special thanks to David Fox for timekeeping.

